
“How Shall We Sing in a Foreign Land?”
(Introduction to the Book of Daniel)

Daniel 1: 1-4



We begin a new series . . . 
Why study the Book of Daniel?

• Evidence of God’s sovereignty even when we lose
• Daniel as a “Moral Exemplar” (good example)
• Prophesies of the “End Times”: the Second Coming of Christ 

and the end of history



A History of Middle-Eastern Empires:
Backstory to the Book of Daniel



Nations in the Theatre of History

Israelites
Egyptians
Assyrians
Babylonians
Medes-Persians
(Greeks)
(Romans)











Jerusalem miraculously delivered:
(2 Kings 19: 33-37)

• 33 By the way that he came, by the same he shall return, and he shall 
not come into this city, declares the LORD. 34 For I will defend this city 
to save it, for my own sake and for the sake of my servant David.”

• 35 And that night the angel of the LORD went out and struck down 
185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians. And when people arose early in 
the morning, behold, these were all dead bodies. 36 Then Sennacherib 
king of Assyria departed and went home and lived at Nineveh. 37 And 
as he was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his god, Adrammelech
and Sharezer, his sons, struck him down with the sword







Megiddo . . . Armegeddon











Author and Genres:  

• Author: Daniel (6th century B.C.)(500s B.C.) 

• Chapters 1-6: Historical narratives involving Daniel in 
captivity

• Chapters 7-12: Visionary and Apocalyptic literature



Literary Components: Setting

• Setting: 
--When: 605-539 B.C. 
--Where: see map 





Literary Components: Protagonists

• Daniel (advisor to Babylonian and Persian kings) and Daniel’s 
three friends

• Daniel (“God is my judge”) is renamed Belteshazzar
• Hananiah (“Yah has been gracious”) is renamed Shadrach
• Mishael (“Who is what God is?”) is renamed Meshach
• Azariah (“Yah is my help”) is renamed Abednego



Literary Components: Cast of Characters

• King of Judah: Jehoiakim (2 Chronicles 36:5)
• Kings of Babylon: Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar
• Kings/leaders of the Medes-Persians: Cyrus the Great, Darius



Literary Components: Plot

• Will Daniel and his friends remain faithful to God even 
though their country has been defeated and they have 
been carried off to a foreign land? 



Take-Aways: God’s Attributes

1. God’s Sovereignty: 
God is in control even when it doesn’t appear that way

2. God’s Power: 
God far surpasses the power of even the most mighty human 
rulers



Take-Aways: The Human Condition

3. Human Choices: Humans are free to be faithful to God and 
obedient to His commandments and laws regardless of the 
circumstances (“We all have choices!”)

4. Perseverance: God gives perseverance to believers who 
remain faithful to Him



Take-Aways: God’s “Blessings and Curses”

5. God provides “curses”/punishments for disobedience
--Johoiakim did “evil” and was defeated
--Israel was punished for not keeping the Sabbaths

6. God provides “blessings”/rewards for obedience
--Daniel and his friends (as we will study in this series) receive 
the “blessings”
--And even thrive/prosper because of their obedience to God 



In Upcoming Weeks . . . 

• “Daniel himself was a man who felt the force of the kingdom 
of darkness and stood in the evil day, [yet] receiving rich 
blessings from his God.  His book  . . . shows us what it 
means to stand for the Lord and to keep ourselves from idols 
of every kind.” 

--Lloyd J. Ogilvie 
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