
Sovereignty, Submissiveness, and Spirit

Luke 1:26-45 (ESV)



Luke 1:26-45 (ESV)
• 26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 

Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he 
came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”

• 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort 
of greeting this might be.

• 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne 
of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end.”



Luke 1:26-45 (ESV)
• 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

• 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore, the child to be 

born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative 

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month 

with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.”

• 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 

according to your word.” 

• And the angel departed from her.



Luke 1:26-45 (ESV)
• 39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a 

town in Judah, 40 and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth.

• 41 And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed 
with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb!

• 43 And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come 
to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, 
the baby in my womb leaped for joy.

• 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 
what was spoken to her from the Lord.”



Sovereignty, Submissiveness, and Spirit
Luke 1:26-45 (ESV)

I. The Sovereignty of God (Luke 1:26-37) (Reality)

II. The Submissiveness of Believers (Luke 1:38) (Response)

III. The Spirit of Prophesy (Luke 1:39-45) (Reward)

IV. The Magnificat of Mary (Luke 1:46-55) (Reflection)



I. The Sovereignty of God 
(Luke 1:26-37)

• 26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 
Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he 
came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”

• 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort 
of greeting this might be.

• 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne 
of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”





A King from the Lineage of David

• 5 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up 
for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 
wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his 
days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the 
name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’

--Jeremiah 23:5 (ESV)



I. The Sovereignty of God 
(Luke 1:26-37)

• 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

• 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore, the child to 

be born will be called holy—the Son of God.

• 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a 

son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren.

• 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.”



The Spirit of Creation

• 1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The 
earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of 
the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the 
waters. 3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was 
light. (Genesis 1:1-3)

• “Ruach” (Hebrew): Spirit, wind, or breath



II. The Submissiveness of Believers
(Luke 1:38)

• 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 

according to your word.” 

• And the angel departed from her.



III. The Spirit of Prophesy 
(Luke 1:39-45)

• 39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a 
town in Judah, 40 and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth.

• 41 And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she 
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed 
is the fruit of your womb!

• 43 And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come 
to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, 
the baby in my womb leaped for joy.

• 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 
what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 



IV. The Magnificat of Mary 
(Luke 1:46-55)

Psalm 73:28 

“But as for me, it is good to be near God. I have made the sovereign Lord 

my Refuge; I will tell of all your deeds.” 

(Bible Memorization Verse)



IV. The Magnificat of Mary 
(Luke 1:46-55)

Mary's Song of Praise:

• 46 And Mary said,

• “My soul magnifies the Lord,
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.

For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me,

and holy is his name.



IV. The Magnificat of Mary 
(Luke 1:46-55)

• And his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.

51 He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;

52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones
and exalted those of humble estate;

53 he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.



IV. The Magnificat of Mary 
(Luke 1:46-55)

• 54 He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,

55 as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”



Let Us Pray:

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior”
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