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Naphtal
The Man and the Tr




Judges 4:4-16 (ESV)

* Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel at that
time. > She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel
in the hill country of Ephraim, and the people of Israel came up to her for
judgment.

* 5She sent and summoned Barak the son of Abinoam from Kedesh-naphtali and
said to him, “Has not the Lorb, the God of Israel, commanded you, ‘Go, gather
your men at Mount Tabor, taking 10,000 from the people of Naphtali and the
people of Zebulun. 7 And | will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin's army, to
meet you by the river Kishon with his chariots and his troops, and | will give him
into your hand’?”



Judges 4:4-16 (ESV)

- 8Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, | will go, but if you will not go with me,
| will not go.”

* 9And she said, “l will surely go with you. Nevertheless, the road on which you are
going will not lead to your glory, for the LORD will sell Sisera into the hand of a
woman.”

* Then Deborah arose and went with Barak to Kedesh. 19 And Barak called
out Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh. And 10,000 men went up at his heels, and
Deborah went up with him.

 Now Heber the Kenite had separated from the Kenites, the descendants of Hobab
the father-in-law of Moses, and had pitched his tent as far away as the oak
in Zaanannim, which is near Kedesh.



Judges 4:4-16

 When Sisera was told that Barak the son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount
Tabor, 13 Sisera called out all his chariots, 900 chariots of iron, and all the men
who were with him, from Harosheth-hagoyim to the river Kishon.

* 14 And Deborah said to Barak, “Up! For this is the day in which the LORD has given
Sisera into your hand. Does not the LORD go out before you?”

* So Barak went down from Mount Tabor with 10,000 men following him. 1> And
the LORD routed Sisera and all his chariots and all his army before Barak by the
edge of the sword. And Sisera got down from his chariot and fled away on
foot. 1 And Barak pursued the chariots and the army to Harosheth-hagoyim, and
all the army of Sisera fell by the edge of the sword; not a man was left.



Jacob’s Prophecy for Judah

“Judah, your brothers shall praise you;
your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies;
your father's sons shall bow down before you.
?Judah is a lion's cub;
from the prey, my son, you have gone up.
He stooped down; he crouched as a lion
and as a lioness; who dares rouse him?

10The scepter shall not depart from Judah,
nor the ruler's staff from between his feet,
until tribute comes to him;
and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. (Genesis 49:8-10)



Jacob’s Prophecy for Naphtali

* Naphtaliis a doe let loose
that bears beautiful fawns. (Genesis 49:21)

* Or he gives beautiful words



THE TWELVE TRIBES
OF ISRAEL
Around 1200-1050 B.C.
{according to the Book of Joshua)




Deborah

* Book of Judges, chapters 4-5

e Judged Israel (c. 1209-1169 B.C.)
* From the tribe of Naphtali

* The general under her was Barak

* Fought against King Jaban and General Sisera of Canaan



Naphtali Supports Deborah
Judges 4:4-16

 Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel at that
time. > She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel
in the hill country of Ephraim, and the people of Israel came up to her for
judgment.

* 5She sent and summoned Barak the son of Abinoam from Kedesh-naphtali and
said to him, “Has not the LorD, the God of Israel, commanded you, ‘Go, gather
your men at Mount Tabor, taking 10,000 from the people of Naphtali and the
people of Zebulun. 7 And | will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin's army, to
meet you by the river Kishon with his chariots and his troops, and | will give him
into your hand’?”



Naphtali Supports Deborah
Judges 4:4-16

8 Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, | will go, but if you will not go with
me, | will not go.”

9 And she said, “l will surely go with you. Nevertheless, the road on which you
are going will not lead to your glory, for the LorD will sell Sisera into the hand of
a woman.”

Then Deborah arose and went with Barak to Kedesh. 1° And Barak called
out Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh. And 10,000 men went up at his heels, and
Deborah went up with him.

Now Heber the Kenite had separated from the Kenites, the descendants
of Hobab the father-in-law of Moses, and had pitched his tent as far away as the
oak in Zaanannim, which is near Kedesh.



Naphtali Supports Deborah
Judges 4:4-16

 When Sisera was told that Barak the son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount
Tabor, 13 Sisera called out all his chariots, 900 chariots of iron, and all the men
who were with him, from Harosheth-hagoyim to the river Kishon.

» 14 And Deborah said to Barak, “Up! For this is the day in which the LorD has
given Sisera into your hand. Does not the LORD go out before you?”

* So Barak went down from Mount Tabor with 10,000 men following him. 1> And
the LORD routed Sisera and all his chariots and all his army before Barak by the
edge of the sword. And Sisera got down from his chariot and fled away on
foot. 1 And Barak pursued the chariots and the army to Harosheth-hagoyim, and
all the army of Sisera fell by the edge of the sword; not a man was left.



Naphtali Supports Deborah
Judges 4:17-24

* But Sisera fled away on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, for
there was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the house of Heber the

Kenite.

» 18 And Jael came out to meet Sisera and said to him, “Turn aside, my lord; turn
aside to me; do not be afraid.” So, he turned aside to her into the tent, and she
covered him with a rug. ° And he said to her, “Please give me a little water to
drink, for | am thirsty.” So she opened a skin of milk and gave him a drink and
covered him.

e 20 And he said to her, “Stand at the opening of the tent, and if any man comes
and asks you, ‘Is anyone here?’ say, ‘No.”



Naphtali Supports Deborah
Judges 4:17-24

* 21But Jael the wife of Heber took a tent peg and took a hammer in her hand.
Then she went softly to him and drove the peg into his temple until it went down
into the ground while he was lying fast asleep from weariness. So he died.

* 22 And behold, as Barak was pursuing Sisera, Jael went out to meet him and said
to him, “Come, and | will show you the man whom you are seeking.” So he went
into her tent, and there lay Sisera dead, with the tent peg in his temple.

» 2350 on that day God subdued Jabin the king of Canaan before the people of
Israel. 2 And the hand of the people of Israel pressed harder and harder against
Jabin the king of Canaan, until they destroyed Jabin king of Canaan.



Naphtali Supports Gideon
(c. 1162-1122 B.C.)

* Now all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the people of the East came
together, and they crossed the Jordan and encamped in the Valley of Jezreel.

e 34But the Spirit of the LorD clothed Gideon, and he sounded the trumpet, and
the Abiezrites were called out to follow him. 3> And he sent messengers
throughout all Manasseh, and they too were called out to follow him.

* And he sent messengers to Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali, and they went up to
meet them. (Judges 6:35)



Naphtali Supports David

* These are the numbers of the divisions of the armed troops who came to David in
Hebron to turn the kingdom of Saul over to him, according to the word of
the LORD.

* Of Naphtali 1,000 commanders with whom were 37,000 men armed with shield
and spear. (1 Chronicles 12: 23, 34)



Syria Defeats Naphtali
(c. 900 B.C.)

* In the thirty-sixth year of the reign of Asa, Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah
and built Ramah, that he might permit no one to go out or come in to Asa king of Judah.

* 2Then Asa took silver and gold from the treasures of the house of the LoRD and the
king's house and sent them to Ben-hadad king of Syria, who lived in Damascus,
saying, 3 “There is a covenant between me and you, as there was between my father and
your father. Behold, | am sending to you silver and gold. Go, break your covenant with
Baasha king of Israel, that he may withdraw from me.”

* 4And Ben-hadad listened to King Asa and sent the commanders of his armies against the
cities of Israel, and they conquered ljon, Dan, Abel-maim, and all the store cities of
Naphtali. > And when Baasha heard of it, he stopped building Ramah and let his work
cease. (2 Chronicles 16:1-4)



Assyria Defeats Naphtali
(c. 722 B.C.)

* |n the fifty-second year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekah the son of Remaliah
began to reign over Israel in Samaria, and he reigned twenty years. 22 And he did
what was evil in the sight of the LORD. He did not depart from the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel to sin.

* 29|n the days of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria came and
captured ljon, Abel-beth-maacah, Janoah, Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, and Galilee, all
the land of Naphtali, and he carried the people captive to Assyria. (2 Kings 15:27-

29)



Naphtali: Home of the Messiah

* But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has
made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

* 2 The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shone. (Isaiah 9:1-2)
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Naphtali: Home of the Messiah

For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;

and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

70f the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,

on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it

with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.

The zeal of the LorD of hosts will do this. (Isaiah 9:6-7)



Applications: The Supporting Role

e But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, *and whoever would be
first among you must be servant of all. 4° For even the Son of Man came not to be served
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 10:43-45)

* Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if
one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you,
so you also must forgive. 4 And above all these put on love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony. > And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which
indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. (Colossians 3:12-15)



Applications: The Supporting Role

* As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied
grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who
serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be
glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
(1 Peter 4:10-11)

* Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; > and there are varieties of service,
but the same Lord; ® and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who
empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good. . . . 11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who
apportions to each one individually as he wills. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7, 11)



Let Us
Pray
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